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Public Utilities Cornmission of the State of South Dakota 
State Capitol Building 
500- East Capitol Aveme 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-50'70 

Re: Request of U S VmST Communications, Inc. 
Utilities Company ("Citizens").Regarding the Sale 
Exchanges and 43 U S WEST M.innesota exchange 

Dear Commissioners: 





If you need a complete copy 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

Staff Analyst: Charlene Lund 
SPaffAttorney: Karen Cremer 
Qate Docketed: 04/06/00 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

ELECTRIC 

EliOO-010 In the Matter of the Application of.Blaek,-Hil 
Issue Common Stock and Preferred Stock. 

Qn April 10, 2000, Black Hills Corp 
common stock and preferred stock 
Black Mills Corporation and lndeck 

Staff Analyst: Heather Forney 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Docketed: 0411 0100 
lotitervention Deadline: 04/28/00 

EL0044 1 in the Matter of the Application of Blac 

10% of the Total Capital Stock of Black-.Hi1 





TC00-067 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota Independent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agmement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Tri County Telcom, Inc. 

, . , . . . .  . 

. . '.. 8 . $;Tp.QQii$@$,;- In the :Matter of the 
the Sale of,Exchan 

Staft Analyst: Harlan Best 
$taff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Rate Docketed: 0411 0100 
Intervention Deadline: 04/28/00 

?COO-069 In the Matter of the Application of Natel, LLC for a Certificate of Authority to 
Provide Telecommunications Services in South Dakota. 



~WBwy r#e&(hh listingand-other PUC publica 
Y a  *)rWefik.ar unsubscribe to the BUC rn 





a. Is ttie local service adequate? 

b. Are the rates for this service reasonable? 

d. How will a sale o 

I. economic development 
2. tele-medicine, and 
3. distance learning, especially for rural 

exchange? 









'Pdr, Larry Toll 
South Dakota State Vice President 
U S WEST Communications, Inc. 
f 25 South Dakota Avenue 
Sibux Falls, SD 57194 

Mr, Thomas J. Welk 
Attorney at Law Ms. JoAnn Klein 
Boyce, Murphy, McDowell8 Greenfield HC 14, Box 37A 
.fa. 0, 8ox 501 5 Valentine, NE 69201 
Sioux Falls, SD 571 17-501 5 

Ids. Margaret F,igert 
Ma. Sheryl L, Klein P. 0. Box 229 
'H.C 14, Box 37 Mission, SD 57555 
V~alentine, NE 69201 . . 









BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OR THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

.\A"--.. -- 

EN Ism MATTER OF THE FILING BY u s 
I.Xfl!$T COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
RHBAROlKC THE SALE OF 
Fi;XCI4ANGES JN NEBRASKA AND 
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Mr. Peters testified at the December 15th hearing that there are 

f p % r n s  that serve the g e n d  area in which Mrs. Spear lives. The maj 

however, has occurred on the particuiar system that serves Mrs. Spear. (Tr 

t)W finding of fact in paragraph 3 of the Order continues to be bewildering i 

ilfidefinad phrase "her neighborhood," as well as the "certain" other 

k neighborhood", 

In addition, the finding of fact in paragraph 3 is unclear in the use of the p 

capi~blo of delivering, digital services". As shown in Mr. Peters' Affidavit i 

f!mdinl;g, confuses digital services and digital facilities. 

'kdghborhood" is served by metallic loops and analog facilities out of th 

m c s  Mrs. Spear. (Peters Aff... 8.) When the findings of fact in 

considererd together with the record, they are so vague and confbsing th 

s;rtpabie of any reasonable interpretation. 

The only remailzing finding of fact in the Order is para 

Again, the recorcl fails to identiEy the "certain neighbors" 

rype af "service discrimination'' which purportedly exists. (Peters M. 2 an 

" u p p d e  to digital deliveryv and the "neighborhood" are again vague and co 

Impartantly, the undisputed facts are that no unjust or unreasonable se 

hceorsa Mrs. Spear receives no different services than others of "her neig 

Moreover, that portion of the Order requiring to U S WEST to do certain a 

cwdn informatior: (paragraph 5) is also vague and ambiguous and, thus, i 















ties nor cap&le of pro 

provide basic telephone service. However, 

the independent companies to not provide enh 

bdeed, under federal law, as discussed in the next section, 

h n  ordering the provision of services beyond basic voice se 

&versa1 support mechanisms. If the Commission cznnot, under 

provisio'ning of enhances services at this time, how can the action 

offer c~ller identification to Mrs. Spear be unreasonable or unjust? 

TJ3E ORDER VXBLATZS THE.FEDEW ACT 

The Order dso violates Section 254(f) of the Act, as 

254, Section 254(f) states: 

47 U.X.C., Q 254(f) (emphasis added,) 

The Order requires U S WEST to provide facilities for services that 

universal service standards that the Federal Communications Commission (" 

The FCC has defined the supported services for rural, insuIar and high cost areas 













OF THE STATE OF - 
IN THE MATTER OF THE FLING BY U S 
WEST CQMMUNICATIONS, WC. 
REGARDING THE SALE OF 
EXCHANGES IN NEBRASKA AND 
MINNESOTA 

*-Ap . 

1, Thomas J.  Welk, do h 

Murpl~y, McDowell & Greenfield, 

u~ , p.m,, true and correct 

S~afFs Motion for Hearing and C 

via facsimile to the following num 

frallnws: 
V1A FACSIMILE 

Canwan Hoseck 605-773-3809 
SD ,Public Utilities Commission 
$00 E, Capitol Avenue 
Ricrae, SD 57501 

VIA, US FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Alon Stcver~s, V~ce  President 
Reyrllutory 61: Government Affairs 
Citizens Communications 
P.Q. Box 25 1209 
P~wo. TX 75025- 1209 



Dated at Pierre, Sou 

Tho undersigned hereby certifies that this 
document has b n  served today upon all parties of 
racerel in this docket, as listed on the docket service 
lf41, by facalm~le or by first class mail, In properly 

(OFFICIAL SEAL) 




